RED RIVER OF THE NORTH-----REDSTART.

passes Hanoi, and falls by several mouths
into the Gulf of Tonquin.

Red Eiver of the North, a river of North
America, which rises in Elbow Lake, in
Minnesota, flows south and south-west, and
then nearly north, crossing from the United
States into Manitoba, where it falls into
Lake Winnipeg. Its entire length is 665
miles, 525 of which are in the IT. States.
In Manitoba it receives the Assiniboine,
another large stream, at its junction with
which stands the town of Winnipeg.

Bed River Settlement, a settlement
formed in 1812 by the Earl of Selkirk on
the banks of the above river; repurchased
by the Hudson's Bay Company in 1S36;
finally transferred to the Canadian govern-
in 1870, and now made part of the province
of Manitoba,

Red Root, a name given to several plants,
one of them Ceanothus americanus, natural
order Rhamnacese. It has simple alternate
leaves and large red roots, and is found in
North America, where the leaves are used
sometimes to make an infusion of tea.

Red/ruth, a market town, England, county
of Cornwall, 9J miles north-west of Fal-
mouth. The inhabitants are principally em-
ployed in the tin and copper mines of the
neighbourhood. Pop. 10,324.

Red Sea, or ARABIAN GULF, a branch of
the Indian Ocean, communicating with it by
the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb, stretching in
a N.N.W. direction between Arabia on the
east, Abyssinia, Nubia, and Egypt on the
west, and connected with the Mediterranean
on the north by the Suez CanaL It forms
a long and narrow expanse, stretching for
1450 miles, with a breadth which averages
about 180 miles, but diminishes gradually
at its extremities. At the northern end it
divides into two branches, one of which,
forming the Gulf of Akaba, penetrates into
Arabia for about 100 miles, with an average
breadth of about 15 miles; while the other,
forming the Gulf of Suez, penetrates be-
tween Arabia and Egypt for about 200
miles, with an average breadth of about 20
miles. The shores consist generally of a
low, sandy tract, varying in width from 10
to 30 miles, and suddenly terminated by the
abutments of a lofty table-land of 3000 feet
to 6000 feet high. Occupying a long deep
valley this water expanse has gradually been
divided into three channels formed by coral
reefs and islands. In the main channel the
depth reaches in one place 1054 fathoms,
but diminishes towards the extremities to

40 fathoms, while in the harbour of Suez it
amounts to only 3 fathoms. From October
to May, when the wind sets steadily from
the south, a strong current flows in from
the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb; while from
May to October, the north wind continues
to blow, which gives the current a southern
direction. The result of this is to raise the
sea-level by several feet north and south
alternately. The atmosphere is excessively
hot in the warm season. The principal har-
bours of the Bed Sea are, on the African
coast, Suez, Kosseir, Suakin, and Massowa;
and on the Arabian coast, Jedda (the port
of Mecca), Hodeida, Yambo, and Mocha.
The cross trade consists largely of pilgrims
to and from Mecca; the traffic up and down
has been immensely increased by the Suez
Canal. The Israelites are supposed to have
crossed the Red Sea at its northern extremity
in the Gulf of Suez, and near the town of
that name, but opinions vary as to the pre-
cise spot.

Redshank, a bird of the genus Totanus,
the T. calidrisj so called from its red legs.
It is about 11 inches long, resides in Britain
all the year, but is known also as a summer
bird of passage in the most northern parts
of Europe and Asia, occurring in winter as
far south as India. The spotted redshank
(T.fuscus) visits Britain in spring and au-
tumn on its migrations worth and south.

Red-snow.   See Protococcus.

Redstart, a bird (Ruticilla pkceniciLra)
belonging to the family Sylviadse, nearly
allied to the redbreast, but having a more

Redstart (RuticiUa phoenitiira).
slender form and a more slender bill. It is
found in almost all parts of Britain as a
summer bird of passage, and has a soft
sweet song. The tail is red, whence the
name, start being A.-Saxon steort, a tail.
The forehead is white, the throat black, the
upper parts lead-gray or brown. The black
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